Back tolnternet Library

Wolf -Ekkehard Lénnig
26 Julyand8 August2018

The Deceptive Flowers of

Orchids

and Evolut ion by
Natural Selection

Or How Moret han Eight 'Thousand Beautiful Facts
are S laying anUgly Hypothesis 2. Darwinism 3

Part |

AThe pr ogr e waksoverbiliens of comses  n

Ludwig Plate
Al believe nat uraadlyhidesdssuentotalohmiserg pr esent s
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Natural Selection ian ugly process hat has beauti ful consequences. 0

Richard Dawkins

AThe evol ut i on arhyppenstance, emtingency, incradiblewastd, dedth, pain and horrord
David Hull

fiNamely, selectionis the blindest, anthost cruel way of evolving new specieand more and more
compl ex and r e fThe stragyle forrlifg @and élimimason & the weakest Isorrible process
against which our whole modern ethics revolts

Jacques Monod

The whole of organic nature on our planet exists onlg bslentless war of all against all
Ernst Haeckel

According to Darwinismthe origin of species is the result of
fiprimeval stupidity and original brutality 06 Ufdiimmheit und Urbrutalit &to
for random mutations arttie eliminationof theweakest bynatural selectioh

Anton Neuh&auslef

Instincts are théconsequences of one general law leading to the advancement of all organic-beings,
namely, multiply, varylet the strongest live andhe weakest die 0
H o we vlfetrecquld fie proved thadny part of the structure of any one species had been formed for the exclusive
good of another species, it would annihilate my theoryor such could not have been produced through natural seléction
fiNatural selection will never produce in a being anything injurious to itself, for natural selection acts solely by @angdod thf eachb.

Charles Darwin

A famousDarwin enthusiast iev ol ut i oni t s i 8 ontthe polliratos gf whyds
fil t hérd to imagine how evolution has produced such a complex combination mechanisfo

Sir David Attenborough

! The species numbers given for the orchid family range between 25,0@Masitly) 30,0001 of which1/3 are norrewarding. | chose the minimum number.
Reformulating Huxl eyds TfitheBhying of gbeautful hypothesig ley ciry Ualst § SeeShttp:/evwve veeloennig.de/PlantGalls. pdf
SAiDar wi nagaiman i abbreviation used here (and by -Dearnwi nfiusrmoh,erorauit Thioe )Mo de/mro n§ yno

ASynthetic Theory of Evol utiono wi th its mai n focus on flopleasepot ent o n
http://www.weloennig.de/BegriffNeodarwinismus.html
“Original German sentencé:Der Fortschritt der Evolu®ion geht ¢ber Milliarden von Leichen.

Shttps://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anton_Neuhausler

SContext: The bee coming from the male flowen cmubidsomewhat dazedlies away and maybe thinks it's not going to do that adaihis nonetheless

attracted to another rather different looking floyxehich is the female but which produces just that sort of scent and it sticks its head into thdléevealand

this little bundle of pollerike a key fits into a little aperture like a locand it pulls off the pollen and leaves on the bees back a little bundle and lo and behold
pollination has been achieet 6 s hard to i magi cedhowcéaval ctoimpn eha Bstgritsiedampleiofothe comet orbhad,n i s m. o
see, please, below.
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Preface

With reference t o Tlhegreatdrageldy &fISaepdétise slaymgad i ct A

a beautiful hypothesis by amgly facd , I had formul ated tPleet subti
Galls and Evolution iHow More than Twelve Thousand Ugly Facts are Slaying a Beautiful
Hypothesis: Darwinisii . Now, h o w iisn contrastpgoahe serids bfewortddh a t

of the neaDarwinian authors just quotethe same oother protagonists of the Synthetic
Theory also emphasize the very opposite, viz. natural selection reflecboth"the beauty

and the brilliance in its omnipotence to explain the myriad observations'dPliteappears to

be their faith ¢xplan® tmi €£ruwmgly thmagap®ansesseod d s |,
diversity of the world solely materialistically [ E&dry aspect of the "wonderful design” so
admired by the natural theologians could be exmdinby natural selectioh Also:

" éDarwin's theory of natural selection made any invocation of teleology unnecé&sary

|l f, however, the entire schembPawinsnoby dal vy
the biological facts presented for thiant galls and, on a different levehdditionally bythe
orchids, not only the method of natural selectioas cited abové i s i u gludipgthe (i n
sense of being inadequate), but also the entire theory. In the ensuing discussion | have
repeated théllowing key point at appropriate places to, | hope, reinforce that conclusion.

Charles Darwin (1859): ANatur al selection wildl never
selection acts solely by and for the good of each. No argan | be formed é for dping an
If a fair balance be struck between the good and evil caused by each part, each will be found on the whole
advant aigidDaursvinédi scussed at great | e nshowihg howhtmiits e v o | ut i
that benefit animals first and foremostt o i ncrease pl ant so6 (Bromstein20p5rmduct i v
12°). Now, the exact opposite is true in some 10,000 orchid species: no benefit for the animal polliraidrs
selective disadvantagesof both of them, the nonrrewarding orchid (displaying lower pollination rates)
and the pollinator (suffering fithess costs).

Thus, becausie my view not onlythe method of natural selectibat alsothe entire theory
is largely insufficientand ortids are beautiful | have now cHovdVera t he
than Eight Thousand Beautiful Facts are Slaying an Ugly Hypothesis: Darwinism

Studying carefully theoros and consof the following text, it is of course up to the reader
whethershe will follow the inference that the limitations of the selection theory has thus also
been corroborated by the study of orchidgheir flower structures and especially their
pollination system$ rewarding as well as neewarding (for the latter, Darwin comnted
t h awe cafinot believe in so gigantic an impostore but t his Ai mpost
established now by rigorous empirical research of perhaps thousands of authors during more
than 150 years beyond any reasonable doubt).

If correct, this is espedig revealing in view of the fact that Darwin wrote his book on the
orchids three years after he had publishedQhigin in order to confirm/verify/substantiate
his theoryof natural selectiorffor references, see please, the teaf)which heasked and
asserted:

fiwhat limit can be put to this power, acting during long ages and rigidly scrutinising the whole
constitution, structure, and habits of each creafuirdavouring the good and rejecting the Bdccan

see no limitto this power, in slowly anddautifully adapting each form to the most complex relations of
life.0

However, thereseem to bemore limits than hand his followerscould image As for the
topic of intelligent design, | would like to discuss it in the second part of that article.

7 Christopher Exley (2009): Darwin. Natural selection and the biological essentiality of aluminium and Eiksuts in Biochemical Sciencg4 589593
8 Mayr, E. (2000)Darwin's Influence on Modern Thought; Scientific American July 2000, p{7166
9 Bronstein J L (Editor) (2015): Mutualism. Oxford University Press, Oxford.



Contents
Part |

Just a first gl ance on orchid beauty in harmonious
diversity andcomplexity € é é é é éé éééééeeeéeeeéeéd

Aninnercontradiction é é éééééééééeeeeeeeeér
Solving the contradiction . . . é é éééééééééee&eeeée.7
(@ Darwinds relevant faadaéé&eéfeéccan i on ¢
(b) 6Survival of ééBbéceEriEeekieéstéas

(c) Evolutionary speculations € éééééééééeeee.ld

() Klaus Lunau and Petra Wester € . é é € € ¢ é.

N
i
~

(I TuftsUniversity é é éééeeeeéééééé

D~
D~
=
(63

(Il Douglas J. Futuyma é é ééeeeéeéeééé

D
N
o

(IV) JerryCoyne € 6 6 6 6 6 € 66666666

D
D
N
o

(V) Florian P. Schiestletal é e e ééééée .éée ..28
But what about the rewarding orchid species 2 34

The hype about the Madagascar Star Orchid

andthe Haw k Moth é é ¢ € é é ¢é é

D
D
D
D
o
@D

D
D
D
D
w
©

Reiteration of the photos and enlargements eééeéé.eebo70



Just a first gl ance on orchid beauty in harmonious diversity and compexity
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The photosonthéiteepr ecedi ng pages present nothing but a firstinagidniofmpse on o
orchids, hardly any fact has struck me so much as the endless diversities of strtictuprodigality of resources for gaining the very
same end, namely, the fertilization .of one fl ower by pollen from &

See pleaseat the end of the articlethe names of the genera as well @gration of the photographsfollowed by magnificationin roughly the
same sequence anthere are also some photos of additional generAll photographs by WolEkkehard Lonnig, June and Julyl®



